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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1953 


The  area  of  Glendale  is  147,695  acres.  The  resident  population 
according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  in  mid  1953  was  7,549, 
an  increase  of  32  from  1952. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  in  1953  was  £31,982,  and  a Id. 
rate  in  the  £ was  £134.0.0. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  chief  industry  in  the  area  is  agriculture  and  also  quarrying 
for  gravel.  There  was  practically  no  unemployment  during  the  year. 

There  were  48  houses  completed  during  the  year,  10  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1953  are  as  follows: 

Increase  of  population  from  1952  ...  32 


Population 

Legitimate 

Live  Births 

Illegitimiate 


Legitimate 

Still  Births 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 
90  48  42 


3 

1 

2 

93 

49 

44 

2 

0 

2 

2 

— 

2 

86 

42 

44 

...  7,549 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
Gistimated  population, 
12.3 


Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population, 
.26 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  piopulation, 
11.4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes: — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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GENERAL  PROVSSiON  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 

m THE  AREA 


There  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area 
and  one  full-time  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Laboratory  FaciSities 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Newcastle 
City  Laboratory  and  specimens  for  chemical  analysis  to  the  County 
Analyst. 

Ambiiiaose  Facilities 

There  is  a 24-hour  Ambulance  Service  for  the  area  based  on 
Wooler  which  is  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer 
under  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  HO'sne 

There  are  no  practising  Registered  Midwives  in  the  district.  The 
needs  of  the  population  for  nursing  attention  in  their  homes  are  met 
by  several  District  Nurses  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  There  is  a domestic  health  service  operating  in  the 
area  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  There  are  2 
Health  Visitors  for  the  area. 

Treatment  Centre  and  Clinic 

There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Wooler  which  is  held  once 
a fortnight  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Health  Visitor. 

There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  South  Plain,  Wooler,  held 
once  a fortnight  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  area  but  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  patients  to  either  Berwick  or  Alnwick 
Infirmaries.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  area,  patients  being 
admitted  to  Berwick  Isolation  Hospital  where  necessary. 

SANITARY  GIRCyfVlSTANCES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Full  details  of  these  are  contained  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

There  was  a mild  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year, 
otherwise  there  was  remarkably  little  Infectious  Disease. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  was 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

7 

1 

' 

Pneumonia 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

73 

Measles  ... 

8 



_ 

Erysipelas 

2 

— • 

Age  Group 

Pneu- 

monia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Ery- 

sipelas 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

1 year 

3 

■ — 

1 

19 

— 

3 

— 

1 

19 

— 

5 

O 

3 

5 

24 

— 

10 

- - 

2 

1 

3 

— 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

i 

3 

- - 

45 

1 



— 

— 

1 

Over  65 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Total 

8 

73 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which:  — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

Nil 

(b)  Vision  impaired 

Nil 

(c)  Treatment  continuing 

at  end  of  year 

Nil 

NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1953 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

0 

1 

— 

z 

— 

5 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

1 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

The  tables  of  the  Registrar-General  giving  the  birth-rate,  death- 
rate  and  various  causes  of  death  and  analysis  for  the  year  are 
attached. 


A.  N.  BOUSFIELD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Causes  of  Death  M F 


All  Causes  42  44 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 7 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Diabetis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  7 12 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 4 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  8 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  — 2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 1 — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • • ■ • — 2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  2 2 

All  Accidents  apart  from  Motor  Accidents  ...  ...  2 2 

Suicide  ...  . . ...  . . . • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEATH— 1953 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality, 
and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1953. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


1 

I 

160  Smaller 

i 

160 

Towns 

i 

England 

and 

C.B.s  and 

(Resident 

London 

i 

Great 

Populations 

Adminis- 

1 

! 

Towns, 

25,000  to 

trative 

i 

Wales 

(including 

50,000  at 

County 

London) 

1951 

Census) 

Births: — 

Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

Live  births  ... 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

Still  births  ... 

( 0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

Deaths: — 

) 22.4(a) 

24.8(a) 

21.4(a) 

21.0(a) 

All  Causes  ... 
Typhoid  and  Para- 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

typhoid  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

- ■ - 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

Smallpox 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

(including  polio- 
encephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Pneumonia  ... 

Notifications 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

(Corrected): — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  in- 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

fection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

Pneumonia  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

(including  polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non  - paralytic 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Food  poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

18.23(a) 

24.33(a) 

12.46(a) 

28.61(a) 

Deaths: — 

All  causes  under  1 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

year  of  age 
Enteritis  and 

26.8(b) 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

Diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  ... 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


Intermediate  List  No. 
and  cause 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per 
1,000  Total 
(Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
million 
women 
aged  15-44 

Alls  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 

birth  and  the  puerperium 

68 

0.10 

I Abortion  with  toxaemia 

7 

0.01 

1 

A116  { Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

[ and  the  puerperium 

166 

0.24 

A117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth 

90 

0.13 

A118  Abortion  without  mention  of 

sepsis  or  toxaemia  . . 

30 

0.04 

3 

A119  Abortion  with  sepsis  . . 

39 

0.06 

4 

A120  Other  complications  of  preg- 

nancy,  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium 

125 

0.18 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 

General  Register  Office, 

(Statistical  Division), 

Somerset  House, 

London,  W.C.2. 


GLENDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

REPORT,  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  value  of  the  routine  work  carried  out  can  be  assessed  by 
the  study  of  the  statistics  given  in  the  appendices  to  my  report.  I trust 
that  this  information  will  be  of  help  and  interest  to  Members. 

Two  years  have  gone  by  since  you  placed  me  in  charge  of  your 
new  house  construction.  Whilst  this  throv/s  a considerable  amount  of 
work  on  my  department,  I feel  that,  with  the  additional  technical 
help  given  me,  my  other  duties  have  not  been  neglected.  These  other 
duties  include  Housing,  House  Management,  Water  Supply,  Sewage 
Disposal,  Public  Cleansing,  Factory  Inspection,  Food  Inspection, 
Administration  of  Building  Byelaws,  delegated  duties  under  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts,  Pest  Control,  General  Inspection 
and  Supervision  of  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  district. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  area  of  the  district  remains  unchanged  at  147,695  acres. 

There  are  forty-five  parishes.  The  estimated  population  is  7,549. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  thirty-two  on  last  year’s  figure  and  a de- 
crease of  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  since  1931. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £31,982,  a slight  increase  on 
last  year.  The  product  of  Id.  rate  is  £134.  These  figures  show  very 
little  variation  on  last  year’s.  I think  this  might  be  due  to  a slight 
decrease  in  new  house  construction  and  house  improvement  activities. 

Water  Supplies 

This  paragraph  still  makes  disappointing  reading.  There  has  been 
no  progress  made  in  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  augment  the  Council’s  proposals  for  their 
district  water  supply  scheme,  although  it  is  understood  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  the  Public  Enquiry  being  held  early  in  the  new  year. 

There  has  been  some  small  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
enjoying  a piped  water  supply  indoors.  This  is  due  to  improvements 
made  to  cottages  on  farms  and  using  existing  water  sources. 

The  Council  have  seven  individual  schemes  of  water  supply  at 
Wooler,  Milfield,  Milfield  Aerodrome,  Branxton,  Wark,  Lowick  and 
Bowsden. 

Work  is  almost  completed  on  the  improvement  to  the  Wark-on- 
Tweed  water  supply  and  this  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past 
two  months,  but  certain  adjustments  are  still  required  to  make  it 
satisfactory. 


8 


During  the  year  the  borehole  at  Milfield  almost  failed  and  the 
yield  is  now  far  from  sufficient  to  supply  the  needs  of  Milfield  Village. 
The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  authorised  the  con- 
struction of  a main  from  Milfield  Aerodrome  to  Milfield  Village  and 
work  is  in  progress  on  this  construction.  It  was  hoped  to  complete 
it  in  1953  but  certain  delays  took  place  and  it  will  be  early  January 
before  this  is  completed. 

The  negotiations  for  the  Chatton  water  undertaking  which  were 
carried  on  with  representatives  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland reached  a satisfactory  conclusion.  This  was  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  the  owner  who  signified  his  willingness  to  accept 
a very  much  lower  figure  to  that  placed  upon  it  by  the  Valuer 
nominated  by  both  parties.  I prepared  a scheme  of  improvement 
to  Chatton  water  supply  and  this  has  been  submitted  for  their 
approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  When 
this  is  carried  out  it  should  result  in  a much  better  pressure  to  the 
village. 

The  water  supply  to  Bowsden  and  Branxton  still  gives  rise  to 
dissatisfaction  and  it  is  long  past  the  time  when  improvements 
should  be  made  to  those  two  schemes. 

In  Appendix  2 is  set  out  the  number  of  houses  supplied  with 
water  from  a public  main,  “A”  direct  into  houses  and  “B”  by  means 
of  standpipes. 

During  the  year  thirty-three  samples  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion were  taken.  Of  these,  twenty-seven  were  satisfactory  and  six 
were  unsatisfactory.  There  were  four  samples  taken  for  chemical 
analyses  and  these  were  all  satisfactory. 


Sewerage 

The  two  schemes  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  for  Wark  and 
Chatton,  commenced  in  1951,  were  not  entirely  completed  at  the 
end  of  this  year.  In  both  schemes  it  is  necessary  to  pump  the  sewage 
and  this  is  being  done  by  electrical  energy.  Adjustments  are  having 
to  be  made  to  both  schemes  before  they  can  be  said  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Improvements  to  the  Wooler  sewage  works  become  increasingly 
pressing  as  nuisances  are  caused  during  heavy  rainfall  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  sewerage  system  around  the  Weetwood  Road.  Some  form 
of  relief  sewer  is  required  here  as  the  gradient  is  poor.  The  standard 
of  effluent  from  the  Wooler  sewage  works  is  not  good  and  this  is,  in 
my  opinion,  due  to  insufficient  oxidation  of  the  effluent.  This  could 
be  remedied  by  increasing  the  number  of  percolating  filters  at  the 
works. 

At  Lowick  the  standard  of  effluent  discharging  into  the  streams 
by  both  of  the  land  treatment  works  is  poor  and  the  Rivers  Board 
have  suggested  some  improvement  should  take  place  here.  The  only 
remedy  is  to  combine  the  effluent  from  the  two  outfalls  and  provide 
a small  modern  disposal  works  not  dependant  on  land  treatment  as 
the  existing  ones  are. 
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The  Council  have  instructed  me,  in  both  these  instances,  to  pre- 
pare a suggested  scheme  of  improvement  together  with  estimated 
cost,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  this  at  the  moment. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  for  privy  conver- 
sions to  water  carriage  sanitation  have  not  been  as  great  as  in 
previous  years. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

In  Appendices  3 and  4 will  be  found  details  of  the  foods 
examined  and  rejected.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  close  associa- 
tion with  the  figures  for  meat  inspection  to  those  of  previous  years. 

The  improvements  to  the  Slaughterhouse  were  completed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  Council  now  own  a small  modern  abattoir  which 
can  be  said  to  be  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  in  the  county, 
if  not  in  the  North  of  England. 

Food  Hygiene 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  food  preparation  establishments 
are  conducted  admirably.  Any  defects  pointed  out  to  the  trades  are 
remedied  quickly. 

There  are  twenty-four  food  preparing  premises  in  the  district, 


made  up  as  follows:  — 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  13 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wet  Fish  Shop  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  Shop  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  2 


During  the  year  thirty-nine  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises. 
All  condemned  food  surrendered  by  traders  is  buried  on  the  Coun- 
cil’s tip. 

It  is  anticipated  that,  with  the  passage  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill,  now  being  considered  by  Parliament,  Councils  will  be  given 
increasing  powers  to  deal  with  such  establishments. 

I think  the  absence  of  any  notified  case  of  food  poisoning  is 
some  criteria  on  which  to  judge  the  standards  maintained. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

The  only  dairy  in  operation  in  the  district  purchases  pas- 
teurised and  T.T.  pasteurised  milk  direct  from  the  C.W.S.  dairy  at 
Alnwick.  There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  in  the  manner  in 
which  this  establishment  is  conducted. 

Pulblic  Cleansing 

This  service  continues  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  district  and, 
with  the  passage  of  time,  is  changing  from  what  was  thought  to  be 
a luxury  into  a necessity. 

Regular  collections  are  carried  out  with  the  exception  of  small 
adjustments  to  fit  in  with  Bank  Holiday  periods. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  provided  thirty-four  B.S.S.  bins  by 
way  of  replacement  and  initial  issue  to  Council  properties  and  fifty- 
four  were  supplied  on  repayment  to  private  users. 

The  two  vehicles  in  use  are  still  proving  most  economical  to 
operate  and  repairs  and  replacement  costs  are  very  low.  The  cost 
of  public  cleansing  for  the  year  was  £3,270 — the  equivalent  of  a 
rate  of  2/-  in  the  £.  The  estimated  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
of  1,620  tons  was  £2.0.5  per  ton,  or  £1.4.9  per  house,  per  annum. 
At  present  there  are  2,600  premises  including  dwelling  houses,  farm 
houses  and  shops  serviced.  The  tip  at  Scott’s  Quarry  continues  to 
be  well  maintained  and  is  operated  in  a fashion  that  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired.  It  has  now  been  in  use  almost  three  years  and  it  is 
apparent  that  there  is  room  for  a further  twenty  years’  tipping  at 
the  present  rate  of  deposit.  If  the  burn  was  culvated  at  about  the 
end  of  this  last  named  period,  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  a further 
ten  to  fifteen  years’  tipping.  On  completion,  much  valuable  land 
could  be  reclaimed  for  agriculture.  The  cost  this  year  can  be  com- 
pared very  closely  with  the  year  1952. 


Salvage 

The  results  obtained  here  have  been  disappointing  this  year. 
The  total  quantit3^  of  paper  sold  was  forty  tons.  The  gross  value  was 
£252/14/3  and,  after  deducting  the  cost  of  baling  paid  to  Council’s 
employees  on  a percentage  of  the  gross  takings  and  other  expenses, 
the  nett  profit  was  £176.17.9 — equivalent  to  a 1.30d.  rate. 

Pest  Control 

The  service  here  continues  to  expand  due  chiefly  to  the  service 
given  to  occupiers  of  dwelling  houses.  Sixteen  premises  were  served, 
four  premises  free  of  charge  and  twelve  premises  on  repayment.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  premises  were  surveyed  for  infestation. 

This  service  and  other  responsibilities  continued  to  increase  dur- 
ing the  year.  In  order  to  assist  the  Rodent  Operator  to  carry  out  this 
work  and  his  other  duties  on  sewage  and  water  systems,  the  Coun- 
cil purchased  a lOcwt.  van  which  was  put  into  operation  in  Decem- 
ber. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  rat  infestation 
on  agricultural  land.  These  notices  were  complied  with  but  the 
manner  in  which  compliance  took  place  gave  rise  to  a prima-facie 
case  for  prosecution.  Legal  action  was  commenced  but  the  prosecu- 
tion was  dismissed. 


Factory  Inspection 

The  sanitary  conditions  generally  at  the  premises  visited  were 
satisfactory.  The  factories  are  generally  small  and  employ  only  one 
or  two  persons.  Infringements  are  usually  small  and  those  detected 
by  the  Factories  Inspector  are  of  a technical  nature  which  are  usually 
corrected  when  the  managements’  attention  is  drawn  to  them. 
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Public  Corsveniences,  Wooler 

There  has  been  very  little  improvement  since  my  last  report 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  public  treat  these  premises.  Almost  com- 
plete lack  of  responsibility  is  shown  by  the  users  and  there  is  never 
a week  passes  without  damage  being  caused. 


HOUSING 

Council  Housing 

During  the  year  forty  Council  houses  were  completed.  The 
tenants  in  the  West  End  Flats  and  Davy’s  Yard  were  rehoused  dur- 
ing the  course  of  this  year  and  these  houses  were  closed  for  human 
habitation. 

The  Council  own,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  follows : — 


Pre-war  Houses  ... 

112 

Post-war  houses  ... 

136 

Temporary  Dwellings 

56 

Other  Dwellings  ... 

4 

308 


The  cost  of  repairs  per  house  for  the  year  ending  March,  1953, 
was  £2.0.0,  the  second  lowest  of  any  authority  in  the  geographical 
County  of  Northumberland.  It  is  my  constant  endeavour  to  keep 
housing  repairs  and  maintenance  to  the  minimum,  consistent  with 
good  management.  The  cost  of  rent  collection  and  housing  manage- 
ment over  the  same  period  was  £2.9.11  per  house. 

The  Council  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having  such  consistently  good 
tenants.  Generally  they  are  extremely  good  in  the  payment  of  rent 
and  I have  now  only  eight  who  can  be  considered  really  poor  tenants, 
showing  a further  decrease  of  two  on  last  year’s  figure. 

During  the  year  the  High  Fair  Site  of  sixty-four  houses  was 
completed  and  the  erection  of  two  one-bedroomed  houses  in  Oliver 
Road  was  completed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  During  the  year 
contracts  were  let  for  eleven  houses  at  Lowick  and  four  houses  at 
Bowsden. 

Private  Housing — Housing  (Financial  and  Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Acts,  1938-1946 

Nine  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  houses  built  in  the  post-war  period  with  the  aid  of  this  grant  now 
totals  thirty-nine.  Approvals  were  accorded  for  the  erection  of  seven 
houses. 

Housing  Act,  1949-1952 

The  Council  continue  to  give  great  assistance  to  applicants  for 
grant  aid.  During  the  year  Improvement  Grants  were  given,  or 
promised,  in  respect  of  sixty  cottages.  This  is  almost  double  last 
year’s  figure  of  thirty-seven.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  cottages 
tor  which  grant  aid  has  been  approved  to  142. 
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The  total  approved  expenditure  was  £32,432.5.1  and  in  each  case 
grant  aid  was  50%. 

I feel  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  in  putting  on  record  that  the 
Minister  has  approved  every  scheme  that  has  been  submitted  to 
him.  Tne  amount  paid  out  in  grant  during  the  year  was  £12,505,  a 
slight  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  and  improvements  to 
thirty-seven  cottages  were  completed. 


Civil  Building  Licensing 

This  year  saw  a great  relaxation  in  licensing  control.  The  “free 
limit”  was  raised  from  £200  to  £500  for  domestic  work  with  the 
result  that  much  improvement  work  could  be  carried  out  “without 
licence,”  thus  lightening  tne  burden  of  tne  administration  of  licens- 
ing control.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  licences  were  issued  during  the 
year  for  repairs  and  improvements  to  domestic  property  for  a total 
amount  of  £40,208.6.7. 

Greater  freedom  has  been  given  in  the  issue  of  building  licences 
for  the  erection,  for  private  use,  of  new  houses.  With  this  in  mind  it 
is  rather  surprising  to  note  that  not  one  application  was  made  for 
the  erection  of  a new  house  for  private  individuals.  One  house,  built 
under  the  building  byelaws,  was  completed  during  the  year. 


Building  Plans 

One  hundred  plans  were  examined  and  premises  inspected  in 
connection  with  building  byelaw  applications.  This  shows  a 33%  in- 
crease on  last  year’s  figure.  Forty-seven  applications  for  Planning 
Consent  were  made  and  forty-six  were  approved  and  one  rejected. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  blousing  and  Local  Government 
held  an  enquiry  into  an  appeal  against  the  Council’s  decision  not 
to  grant  Planning  Consent  in  the  conversion  of  a garage  into  a shop. 
Arising  out  of  the  evidence  the  Minister  confirmed  the  Council’s 
decision. 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Council  adopted  and  put  into 
force  the  new  Building  Byelaws  based  upon  the  Ministry’s  new 
Model  Byelaws,  circulated  to  authorities  early  in  the  year. 


Rural  Housing  Survey 

In  Appendices  1 and  6 are  given  the  corrected  figures  for  the 
housing  situation  for  the  district  in  December.  Given  in  parenthesis 
are  the  figures  for  1952.  These  figures  take  into  consideration,  as  far 
as  possible,  repairs  and  improvements,  conversions,  demolition  or 
closing  of  dwellings.  Due  to  relaxation  in  licensing  control  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  make  this  revision  as  one  would  have  wished 
without  a complete  new  survey.  Although  progress  continues  to  be 
made  in  improvements  to  existing  dwellings  and  the  provision  of 
new  ones,  there  is  still  a long  way  to  go  before  many  undesirable 
dwellings  can  be  demolished  and  cleared  away.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  figures  in  Category  5 that  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  the 
demolition  of  unsanitary  and  unsuitable  houses. 
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MSSCELLANEOUS 


Game  Deaiers 

The  number  of  game  dealers  in  the  district  licensed  to  deal  in 
game  remains  at  four. 

Petrol  Storage 

The  number  of  applicants  for  new  bulk  petrol  installations 
numbered  one.  The  total  number  of  licences  issued  covers  storage 
of  61,300  gallons  of  petrol,  spread  over  seventy-nine  licences  issued. 

Ninety  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  renewals  of  expir- 
ing licences. 

The  regulations  which  the  Council  adopted  in  1952  have  worked 
well. 

Civil  Defence 

The  work  in  Civil  Defence  this  year  has  been  most  disappoint- 
ing and  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  district.  During  the  year 
Mr.  J.  W.  Coxon  was  appointed  Organiser  for  the  Northern  Area  in 
an  endeavour  to  consolidate  the  position  in  connection  with  recruit- 
ment of  volunteers. 


CONCLUSION 

You  employ  eight  workmen  on  the  various  duties,  including 
Water  Supplies,  Sewerage  Disposal,  Controlled  Tipping,  Street  Clean- 
ing, Public  Cleansing,  Sewer  Maintenance  and  Rodent  Control.  In 
the  year  under  review  seventy  days  were  lost  due  to  sickness  and 
holidays  accounted  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  days.  This  represents 
a loss  of  six  months  for  one  workman  when  Sundays  are  allowed  for. 

The  provision  of  a motor  van,  put  into  use  in  December,  will 
prove  of  great  advantage  in  making  Council  labour  more  flexible  in 
use.  I feel  sure  that  in  1954  this  will  be  definitely  improved. 

In  the  year  statutory  notices  were  served  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  seven  dustbins,  all  on  one  owner.  These  statutory 
notices  were  not  complied  with  and  bins  were  provided  in  default 
and  the  cost  recovered  from  the  owner  of  the  property. 

Owners  of  property  and  their  Agents  have  given  me  the  utmost 
co-operation  and  have  been  of  great  assistance  where  investigations 
into  complaints  have  had  to  be  made  and,  in  every  case,  have  been 
more  than  willing  to  carry  out  their  obligations. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  place  on  record  the  co-operation 
and  willing  help  I have  received  from  both  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mrs.  Tail 
in  my  department  and  for  the  help  and  guidance  willingly  given 
me  from  all  in  the  Clerk’s  department. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

ARTHUR  R.  FIELD. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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APPENDIX  1 


REVISED  HOUSING  SURVEY  AS  AT  31.12.53 


Categories 


Remarks 


Parish 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

P 

SP 

1. 

Akeld 

29 

19 

1 

— 

8 

1 

22 

r? 

t 

2. 

Brandon 

13 

— 

— - 

5 

8 

— 

5 

8 

3. 

Branton 

16 

— 

3 

3 

9 

1 

5 

11 

4. 

Branxion 

59 

28 

10 

— 

2 

19 

48 

11 

5. 

Carham 

145 

26 

15 

1 

78 

25 

107 

38 

..  Wark  Vill.  . . 

44 

6 

3 

— 

21 

14 

14 

30 

(). 

Chatton 

156 

41 

17 

17 

58 

23 

75 

81 

..  Vill 

57 

2 

2 

2 

45 

6 

29 

28 

r-' 

1 . 

Chillingham 

26 

15 

3 

3 

4 

1 

22 

4 

8. 

Crookhouse 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

9. 

Coldsmouth 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

10. 

Coupland- 

70 

4 

6 

1 

10 

49 

70 

— 

Includes  43 
T/dwellings 

11. 

Doddington 

31 

13 

1 

— 

10 

7 

18 

13 

12. 

Earle 

19 

5 

4 

— 

2 

8 

14 

5 

13. 

East  Lilburn 

12 

2 

1 

— 

9 

— 

3 

9 

14. 

Ewart 

33 

10 

2 

1 

2 

18 

28 

5 

Includes  13 
T/dwellings 

15. 

Fawdon  and  Clinch 

6 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

1 

16. 

Ford 

252 

66 

38 

10 

65 

73 

191 

61 

17. 

Greys  Forest 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

r7 

1 

1 

18. 

Hepburn 

14 

— 

1 

— 

9 

4 

7 

r* 

i 

19. 

Hethpool 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

20. 

Howtel 

22 

2 

1 

3 

11 

5 

20 

2 

21. 

Humbleton 

35 

14 

3 

2 

8 

8 

18 

17 

22. 

Ingram,  etc.  . . 

14 

7 

3 

2 

— 

2 

13 

1 

23. 

Ilderton 

16 

7 

7 

— 

1 

1 

16 

— 

24. 

Kilham 

24 

11 

1 

1 

3 

8 

15 

9 

25. 

Kirknewton 

18 

2 

9 

— 

5 

2 

12 

6 

26. 

Lanton 

13 

2 

8 

1 

2 

— 

10 

3 

27. 

Lowick 

144 

34 

15 

9 

58 

28 

112 

32 

. Vill 

141 

35 

28 

18 

17 

43 

128 

13 

Carried  Forward 

1428 

370 

186 

79 

446 

347 

1025 

403 

15 


APPENDIX  1 (Continued) 


Brought  Forward 

1428 

370 

186 

79 

446 

347 

1025 

403 

28. 

Middleton  Hall 

10 

4 

2 

2 

2 

— 

9 

1 

29. 

Milfield 

56 

30 

2 

— 

7 

17 

47 

9 

30. 

Nesbit 

40 

— 

8 

— 

26 

6 

14 

26 

31. 

New  Bewick 

17 

— 

5 

— 

12 

— 

11 

6 

32. 

Newtown 

10 

— 

1 

— 

9 

— 

1 

9 

33. 

North  Middleton 

17 

9 

2 

2 

1 

3 

14 

3 

34. 

Old  Bewick  . . 

27 

2 

1 

19 

4 

1 

19 

8 

35. 

Paston 

23 

— 

1 

— 

11 

11 

13 

10 

36. 

Reaveley 

6 

— 

1 

— ■ 

3 

2 

1 

5 

37. 

Roddam 

14 

— 

3 

5 

3 

3 

9 

5 

38. 

Roseden 

13 

11 

— 

1 

— 

1 

11 

2 

39. 

Selby’s  Forest 

r7 

i 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

40. 

South  Middleton 

9 

8 

1 

- — 

— 

— - 

9 

— 

41. 

West  Lilburn 

34 

4 

7 

— 

22 

1 

15 

19 

42. 

Westnewton 

12 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

43. 

Woofer 

573 

316 

47 

29 

79 

102 

533 

40 

44. 

Wooperton 

12 

7 

4 

— 

1 

— 

12 

— 

45. 

Yeavering 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2310 

773 

278 

139 

626 

494 

1763 

547 

P.  = Piped  supply  of  water  into  house  irrespective  of  source  of  supply. 

S.P.  = Water  supply  from  standpipe,  spring,  pump  or  well  or  other  source, 
but  not  into  house. 


Total  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  District  2,530 

Agricultural  Dwelling  Houses  in  District  248 

,,  Industrial  and  Business  Premises  . . 282 

,,  .,  Council  Properties  other  than  Dwelling 

Houses  . . . . 9 

3,069 
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APPENDIX  2 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


A B 

1.  Wooler  . . 526  35 

2.  Lowick  . . . . 143  13 

3.  Bowsden  . . 25  6 

4.  Branxton  . . 36  — 

5.  Milfield  Village  . . 47  9 

6.  Milfield  Aerodrome  94  — 

7.  Wark  . . .10  34 


Remarks 

Land  springs  and  burn  supply.  Un- 
satisfactory in  quality — gross  dis- 
colouration after  rain. 

From  borehole — quantity  and  bac- 
teriological quality  good.  High  iron 
content  causes  deposit  and  corrosion 
to  C.I.  pipes. 

Source  fluctuates — main  spring  high 
iron  content  corrosive  to  C.I.  pipes 
and  deposit  high — other  springs 
surface  water.  Quantity  poor  in 
summer. 

Surface  springs  only.  Pressure  in- 
sufficient to  give  adequate  supply  to 
village. 

Borehole  source— very  hard — bore- 
hole has  a very  diminished  yield  now 
insufficient  for  village. 

From  River  Glen — surface  water — 
sedimented — filtered  and  chlorinated 
—result  gives  an  excellent  water  in 
quality  both  chemical  and  bac- 
teriological. 

New  supply  now  coming  into  use. 
Should  be  in  full  operation  by  1954. 


A = Piped  supply  into  house. 

B = Dependent  on  standpipe  only. 


WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE 
Prorgess  Report  on  Schemes  in  Hand 


Name  of 
Scheme  and 
area  to  be 
served 

W-Water 

S -Sewage 

Date  of 
Ministry 
Inquiry 

Estim- 

ated 

cost 

Position  at 
31.12.53 

Remarks 

Milfield 
Aerodrome 
Main  Extension 

W 

£5,500 

95% 

completed 

- — 

APPENDIX  3 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Description 

j Cattle 

1 

! 

t/v 

o 

U 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

i.  Number  killed 

491 

! 

82 

325 

2428 

ii.  Number  inspected 

i 491 

1 

1 

1 82 

: 325 

1 

j 2428 

iii.  All  diseases  except 
T.B.  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

j 

2 

2 

i 

i 

40 

iv.  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

251 

24 

4 

191 

V.  Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

51.5 

31.7 

1 .2 

9.55 

vi.  T.B.  Only.  Whole  car- 
cases condemned 

5 

2 

-- 

— 

vii.  T.B.  Carcases  from 
which  some  part  con- 
demned 

14 

6 



viii.  Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
T.B 

3.8 

i 

9.7 



ix.  Casualties  in  1 above 

64  1 

1 

36 

62 

387 

X.  Weight  of  carcase  meat 
condemned  in  stones 

4 

474  ^ 

I 

198 

i 

t 



i 

186 

xi.  Weight  of  edible  offals 
condemned  in  stones 

i 

347  , 

74 

! 

! 

3 ; 

81 

xn 


&H 


721 


721 


41 


6. 


18 


2.5 

76 


46 

29 


18 


Inc.  in  totals 

in  Appen.  4, 


APPENDIX  4 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

SurreiHiered 

Seized 

, Legal 

Proceedings 

1.  Beef  (Home-killed) 

Stones 

1096  St. 

— 

— 

2.  Beef  (Imported) 

15  St. 

— 

— 

3.  Mutton  (Home-Killed)  „ 

267  st. 

— 

— 

4.  Mutton  (Imported) 

9 ' 

— 

— 

- 

5.  Pork  (Home-killed)  ,, 

75  St. 

— 

6.  Pork  (Imported) 

99 



— 

7.  Game 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Poultry 

— 

— 



9.  Fish 

Lbs. 

140  lbs. 

— 

— 

10.  Fruit 

Lbs. 

— 

— 

11.  Canned  Goods 

93  tins 

— 

12.  Bacon 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cheese 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Butter 

— 

— 

15.  Lard 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Eggs 

— 

— 

17.  Other  Foods 

Pork  Sausage 

83i  lbs. 

■ — 

18.  C.C.  Meats  (Imported) 

Lbs. 

4 lbs. 

— 

• — 

19.  C.  Ham  (Imported) 

' 

64  lbs. 

1 

— 

T 
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APPENDIX  5 

FACTORIES  A, GTS  1937  AND  1948 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  Respect  of  the  Year 
1953  for  the  Rural  District  of  Glendale  in  the  County  of 

Northumljerland 

Part  I Of  The  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

1 

M/c  line  No. 

! (2) 

1 

Nio.  on  Register 

(3) 

! 

Inspections 

(4) 

’No.  ot  Written 

Notices 

i (5) 

Occupiers 

Px’osecuted 

(6) 

i M/c  line  No. 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

34 

37 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

2 

27 

26 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

3 

4 

3 

Total  ... 

64 

67 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

! 

M/c.  line  No. 

' (2)  1 

i - 

Found 

(3) 

i 

1 

Remedied 

(4) 

j Referred  to  H.M.  i 
Inspector  1 

1 I 

Referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions  1 
were  instituted 

(7)  I 

M/c.  line  No. 

1 (8)  1 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l)  

4 

3 

3 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . . 
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— 

— 

•V. 

Unreasonable  Tern- 

perature  (S.3)  ... 
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— 
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— ■ 
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1 
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APPENDIX  7 (Continued) 

HOUSING 

Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1953 


Houses  Completed  during  the  year 

' With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

38 

— 

38 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 





— - 

(c)  By  private  persons 

9 

1 

10 

Total  number  of  Inhabited  Housing  in  District  2778 


1.  RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

Has  Survey  been  completed  for  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
trict? ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yes 

(If  the  answer  is  “YES”  please  show  in  the  table 
below  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  affected 
by  any  reconditionings  or  demolitions  since  the 
survey.  If  “NO”  state  the  classification  so  far  as  has 
been  ascertained  to  date). 


Category 


Classification 


Number 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

Minor  Defects  ! 

! 

Requiring  repair,  structural  altera- 
tions or  improvement  i 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  I 
under  Housing  Act,  1949 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense 


773 

278 

139 

626 

494 


If  survey  is  incomplete,  approximately  how  many 
houses  are  still  to  be  inspected  ...  ...  ...  . . — 

2.  CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 
(A)  Formal  Action 

(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1953  as  a 

result  of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal 
action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(Number  of  houses  included  in  above  which  were 
from  pre-war  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  ...  — ) 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as 

a result  of  formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Informal  Action 

(1)  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not 
included  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

3.  RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  1953  by  procedure  under  either 
Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  — 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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